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Voices of Older Adults and People with Disabilities Were Heard  
 
The Wisconsin Long Term Care Coalition is encouraged by the Department of Health 
Services’ announcement  that, due to feedback and concerns received from long-term 
care stakeholders and legislators, the state has decided “to withdraw the Concept Plan 
approval request” for Family Care and IRIS 2.0 at this time.  
 
“Today's announcement by Secretary Rhoades speaks to the strong voice of the aging 
and disability communities and the important role they played in the re-design process. We 
thank DHS and members of the Joint Finance Committee for listening to our concerns,” 
said Wisconsin Long Term Care Coalition Co-Chair Lynn Breedlove.  “We appreciate the 
public input process led by DHS as they considered ways to improve Wisconsin's long-
term care system and maximize cost effectiveness.” 
 
The Coalition welcomes the continued opportunity to work with DHS and the Legislature to 
build on our strong Family Care and IRIS programs which are nationally recognized 
models for delivering long-term supports in cost-effective, person-centered ways. Analysis 
done by the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau confirms that our current system has 
already done a lot to control long-term care costs, and the Coalition is committed to 
making sure that Family Care and IRIS evolve to meet the needs of future generations.   
 
“Wisconsin has one of the best long-term care systems in the nation and we want to keep 
it that way,” said Wisconsin Long Term Care Coalition Co-Chair Tom Frazier. 
“Stakeholders have lots of good ideas that will improve health outcomes and quality by 
leveraging the strengths of our existing system.” 
 
Earlier this year, more than 60 organizations and stakeholder groups, including people 
with disabilities and older adults who use Wisconsin’s Family Care and IRIS programs, 
developed the Stakeholders Blueprint for Long Term Care Redesign, which outlines a 
vision for how Wisconsin’s system should look in the future.  
 
The Wisconsin Long Term Care Coalition looks forward to an ongoing discussion with the 
Legislature and DHS about how we can incorporate new ideas and best practices into our 
long -term care system. 
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